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An Analysis of Linguistic Vitality in Yokosuka, Japan:
Based on the Survey to the English Native Speakers

YAMADE Yuko
Ph.D., Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This study examines the language vitality of native English speakers living in the Yokosuka-Chiid
area of Kanagawa Prefecture, adjacent to the U.S. Naval Base. Drawing on the concept of
ethnolinguistic vitality (Bourhis et al., 1977) and subsequent studies on language vitality, we developed
a questionnaire to investigate three aspects: (1) language use in daily life, (2) perceptions of the social
status of English, and (3) awareness of English use in public spaces. Data were analyzed statistically
using js-STAR. The results show that participants use English far more frequently than Japanese in
everyday life, particularly when using the internet, watching television, and listening to music. They
also regarded English as an internationally important language and viewed English language and
culture as having high global status, although they did not perceive English speakers as having higher
social status within Japan. Finally, respondents felt that English is more visible in the linguistic
landscape of Yokosuka-Chuio than in public institutions, where its use remains limited.
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Q6 Usually, what percentage do you watch TV in the following language? (Englis, Japanese, Other
languages)
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<, BAGET NFEAEHEH LRV EEE LS
ML, wWEEE TR<SHERT2) LRELEENS
WZERBBME ST (p=.000),
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5z, FE8TA v H—F3y N EFEHT HEEOME

SREOEIG ] ITRT B EEICONWT, EREMER
ENZ TN E T T2, F71%, %M 8 ORIZFEET
b5, ixffle6, 7LRUEHET, A ¥—3y Mt
AT o8, YEgEmme TK<HEHT2) & NFEA
EFERA L) I LT (B 8), [EMMEFRRTE %
IToT-ABR, &6, 7LRUL, AAET NFEA
EHEALARV] ERIZELEEENSL, JG5ET Tk
T2 LRIZELEENRSZNZ ERHLNE S
7= (p=.001),
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T BB S (f oy —F oy ME) DEERER
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8 M8 AL HHER
FE AL X< e
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uﬁmﬂﬁ#%ﬁ% T =) —@®D B AR
BT 25T o MIcxr LCiE, BEEE PR
HiklicBWTix, 7Lre, B, X —Fy b
THNOMACEL T, L2 TK<HEMTH) &
A2 U 7= JGERRERRE NN 2 E DR S Iz,
6. BREFRMIKDO 1FF/E] CBETHIE
MAEDORER L EDRHT
WA, RRZEE g il oD S EE R mﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁu,
%%(::Ti%%)@gﬁﬁﬁ IR DR
W, BMZEOh T3 —DDF% W;ﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁ
BEHNT, MIa0dH 5 ohlE (2x4) O
EiTolz, o, EBICHW-EMZEo T I —

@D %%%9;,£%9%kakﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁ
L, X2I2mR7,
#9 BEETP MO TSEEE ) (BT 5%
(F 1 L0y
BEEEROIEE UL, HEEREE OEEE B AR
BB BB 2 ik,
%’“F'ﬁ9 PEEITEEREETH D,
@ 9- | B 10 : %unnﬁ% il_ﬂ/\fm{l. hH b e
12 ﬁfciéj’b“(b\éo
11 FEESU RIS WAL I H B &
IR EN TN D,
R 12 BRI RNSBICH B,

NS SIPRAY ST E A
B anis AL & T DS

2% | A e i 2
Sanfi %R L O

Q9 English is regarded as an important language. (3=Strongly agree, 4=Agree, 3=Neither Agree nor
Disagree, 2= Disagree, 1= Strongly Disagree)

£ @R/ BRERNT EBREETHA, (=T 585, &5E)E38hRv,
REBEBESARY, =HTD T IEDAY, 1=F 58bA)

Internationally
ERRC ERRiLS)
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| | | | |
! | !
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In Japan

BAREAT (EREE)
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X2 ERIEDOR 9 K ONE Ik 5 EIE 5 1EO KB

ZOHT Y —OFRMTIE, EHEEfES, BARMES
ZNZNICBWT, BT EERASETHLEED
(AT, T9eEE igjkﬁénf%mﬁﬁimw
HNTIZ® D E RIS TS E-E S » (BLT,

SEE - BmMfry L9 5) ) T3EEESE j:l_ll/\i‘m’fi

LERIRINTND E- Y (LLF, 15553 - &
AL &3 5)) THREEGEHE IXEA R GICH D &
27 (LAF, [EEEGEE - A7) L 32)) & 5 B

TEIZET 2 X 2Rz, HEEMS & AR S & T
FNFNDOEMNZOWTENRLDLNE H )0 %Bt%nT
T 572D, IR E O BT 2 T o 70, FIR 11
2 ke (EBRAES - BARMER), EK 2 1% 4 K (ﬁ
E e HBE, EEELE - MM, JEEESUE - mHAL, B

FEREE - {E’LL) Thbd,
F10 JEEERFRERRE O IGED SEEIE Ik 5 ik
(\ZBAT B 23 B AT G R
[EIpS AL H AR S
M SD M  SD
19@?&- I 420 090 2.83 1.19
WEESEA BN 323 120 2.60 1.14
3%mim EHAL 3.06 115 273 1.12
WIESEA BN 293 124 2.10 1.27

128



ZOFERIL, F 10D LB, B PR OB
FERFRERRE OMFEOIE T D Bk T, 2o
OHEKORNIIZEAERIIAE TH 7= (F (3,87) =
428, p<.01), D=, BHMEEDOMREEIT- 7=,
ZORER, T955E - EE) TGRS - ) [RGE
FEE AL ICoWTIE, TEEEMS) ok TH
Attt Ko v AREICE < (9558 - 2 @ F(1,29)
=33.19,p<.01, [JEFEFEE - WML © F(1,29)=5.92,
p<.05, T3EEEEH - B0 1 F(1,29)=15.04,p<.01),
[HEE L - mHAL) IR L CIX, WEOBICAEE
ZITRD Lo T (F(1,29) =2.07, p > .05),
7=, TEEEthE) TEARMS ) 1IZoWn T Bz R
MHEE TCh-oT (TEEEFZ]F((3,87)=12.47,p<.01,
[HA4EZ) @ F(3,87)=3.55,p<.05), & ZC, Holm
BIC L DS EI AT o kbR, TEEEMS] 1220
TiE, [363E - B2 MboOWTHOERE LY LEE
2@ <, ZOMOBICIFAEEN RN EDBRIH
Too THARMS ) IZOWTIE, (355 - EE | 28 (3555
BEE AL XV b EL, FOEFNOMICIE, AEE
AN

7. BIAB YR RO ARG EICB T 555E
EHICBET 2 BRAEDORKR L DN
BWEOHT ) —O@1F, HBixHikick T 5220
LmcB T oS HIC T 2 EMICET 28T
&7, Shindo (2000) (2B WT, A—A T U TH
WD 2 FHHOSEE EEEZIXAARGE) ORI
SN, EIE A R LR R STz, K
WFFETIE Z AUy, B ek & 2 o Bt
Gl & U CHRFEBN O SEERIGER B ISR LT, &
Hssm (FAER, BHAEE (Va vy rers—
728, AMEEk (HEFT7R L)) [T 1T 5 HFEOM A
AT 2EMAEHAE L., £ 1 TRLE, AUFET
ERRLT-EMZED > S, 173V —@OMICk3
LEEIZONT, oiTE To7z, BLTFIC, EEOH
WMEDS S, W73V —@OMa3R 1112,
M 17 2Bl L7 RIERROPRA K 3 1R,
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11 BZE R MU DO ARSI 1T % SRR

DEHIZBT DM (F 1 L0 5

AN OL Tl b D 9EE B ARGE,
Z OO SFEIZ OV TDER,

M 17 SEERBLUCE OREYSEH
AFENHNSNTND KT DH,
XM 18 : H AR CLEORESSEH
AFEDMEDONTND EE LT TV DD,
XM 19« AR T EDORRESFEH A
FEMMEH SN TS LT TV DD,

17-
19

Q17 About what percentage do you see signboards or posters written in the following language in
Yokosuka/Tokyo area.
WRENSE/ REHN RS/ HAE TEINEERT R 24 - R R A8,
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/ 25%=2 / 50%=3 / 75%=4 / 100%=5] 75K X 7=
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JEE P - SRORCETN), N 2133 KHE (FRRR
Bl, BEATERICIK T D2 0REHER, A0ERICHIT S
HEEREA) T, js-STAR # W TC, —ohdE (2x3) @
DN EAT ST,
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FRRZE M ik HOLHN
M  SD M SD

1 SRl 257 0.84 233 1.04

2 HEAERR 223 072 2.20 1.22

3AMNEER 1.98  0.95 270 0.82

FRZEE ik & SRR NIZ 31T 2 ARG HINZ 38
D EIERE R OFEE L EERZEITR 12 08D
ThHD, W OREE, WHOENR G ARG
DEMRLEETIE R o700 EHM : F (1,
174)=1.17,p> .10, AR : F (2, 174)=0.88, p>.10),
ZHAERITHEE TH - 72(F (2,174) =4.21, p < .05),
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