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Why Does Sonezaki Shinjii Still Resonate?

—Examining the Movie Kokuho—

YAGAMI Yuko
M.A., Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This paper discusses the appeal of Chikamatsu Monzaemon’s work Sonezaki Shinjii (The Love

Suicides at Sonezaki), which is shown as a Kabuki performance in the movie Kokuho. Specifically,

focusing on the woman protagonist Ohatsu, it examines her dynamic pace as depicted in the beginning
of Chikamatsu’s work and notes that the martial spirit linked to Sakanoue No Tamuramaro, which is

incorporated into the work, is projected onto her. Ohatsu is a proactive character who confronts

adversity; her portrayal in 1953—shortly after the Second World War—as an independent woman who
led and guided Tokubei, was received positively at the time and became established as a convention. In

the movie Kokuho, the feet, as a symbol of dynamism and proactiveness, are given this martial quality,

reimagining the character of Ohatsu. The strong woman protagonist portrayed in Chikamatsu’s work,
who encourages and guides the cornered male protagonist, possesses a universality that remains

appealing to audiences across time.
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