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A Study on the South Ossetia Conflict and European Security Policy

—Focusing on the “Russian Factor” with U.S. engagement policy in Europe—

KAKIUCHI Atsushi
Graduate Student at the Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This paper examines the 2008 South Ossetia conflict as a pivotal transition from unipolarity to
multipolarity. Applying Mearsheimer’s theory of "miscalculation," it identifies a structural clash

between the "Russian Factor"—resurgent imperial consciousness and "privileged interests"—and the
U.S. "Strategic Blank" caused by the War on Terror. The study concludes that the U.S. underestimated
Russia’s geopolitical resolve due to flawed liberal assumptions of interdependence. By analyzing these
failures, the paper provides essential lessons for modern security policy, highlighting how geopolitical
logic now increasingly supersedes economic rationality in a complex multipolar world.
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