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Redefining the Citizenization of Rural Migrant Workers and

Developing a Multidimensional Measurement Model
—From Urban Adaptation to the Protection of Substantive Rights—
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Graduate Student at the Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This study redefines the citizenization of rural migrant workers in China and develops a
multidimensional measurement model centered on substantive rights. It distinguishes determinants,
achieved conditions, and subjective outcomes, thereby clarifying the boundaries of measurement. Its
key contribution is to treat the protection of legitimate rural entitlements—including contracted land
rights, homestead-use rights, and collective income rights—as a constitutive condition of citizenization
rather than as rights to be relinquished in exchange for urban status. The model comprises five
dimensions: employment and decent work; residential stability and family life; access to social security
and public services; social inclusion, dignity and participation; and long-term development and
freedom of choice. Equal weighting is combined with geometric aggregation and minimum-rights
thresholds to identify both overall achievement and serious rights deficits. Future survey research will
examine the model’s validity, weighting, and applicability across regions and generations.
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