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Can We Discuss about Mountain Disasters in Japan by the Aspect of
Social Psychology?

TANAKA Ken’ichiro
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In Japan, more than 3,300 mountain accidents occur every year. Despite the many mountain accidents

in Japan, there are few studies that have discussed these accidents from a social psychological

perspective. In this article, the author discussed cases of mountain disasters in Japan, citing normalcy
bias, escalation of commitment, and several leadership theories. In addition, the author discussed that

the possibility of discussing mountain disasters in mountaineering parties from the perspective of

groupthink.
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