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A Study on German Language Tests for Immigrants
—From the perspective of Japanese language education—

SHIMADA Megumi and HOSAKA Toshiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies
Nihon University, Research Institute of Continuing Education

As Japan considers establishing language education programs aimed at the social inclusion of foreign
residents, this study analyzes the "German Test for Immigrants (Deutsch-Test fiir Zuwanderer, DTZ)"
to examine the ideal form of assessment in Japanese language education. Based on interviews with
education professionals in Germany and an analysis of model tests, the study reveals that the DTZ
covers all four language activities defined by the CEFR-CV—reception, production, interaction, and
mediation—with a particular emphasis on "speaking" skills, which are essential for daily life.
Furthermore, the test is characterized by a flexible yet quality-assured operational system, including

bi-weekly administration by accredited institutions and the certification of examiners. Given Japan's

current challenges in measuring oral communication proficiency, the test structure and management
system of the DTZ provide crucial insights for the future development of assessment frameworks.
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