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An Analysis of U.S. Commitment in Somalia Since the Cold War

—Focusing on Benefits based on National Security Strategy—
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Graduate Student at the Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

The purpose of this study is to clarify the United States (U.S.) commitment towards Somalia via
foreign policy. This study defines three benefits, " existential security," "increasing profit," and "norm,"
as incentives.

During the Cold War, the U.S. began its commitment towards Somalia in return for forward
presence/deployment policy.

After the Cold War, the U.S. deployed its forces to Somalia for humanitarian intervention which can
be regarded as a norm-based incentive.

After a long period without government, Somalia became regarded as safe haven for terrorism,
drawing the U.S. back to the country for existential security.

The findings in the study indicate that Somalia has never established itself as a key priority by the
U.S., resulting in a pattern of limited and conditional commitment. However, the accumulation of such
engagements has instead entrenched Somalia in structural challenges that constrain its development.
This suggests that continued limited U.S. commitment, rather than fostering stability, may instead
further perpetuate Somalia’s insecurity.
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