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Changing interpretations and perceptions of the "One China"
principle
—Focusing on the relationship between changes in interpretation due to leadership changes and changes
in constitutional reform—
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Since 1949, both the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the Republic of China (ROC) have asserted
that there is only one China. However, the substantive meanings attached to this claim have diverged,
and the policies derived from it have evolved in line with shifting interpretations over time.

The PRC has institutionalized its interpretation through legislation and constitutional amendments that
provide legal justification for the potential use of force in pursuit of national unification. By contrast,
the ROC has undergone a profound process of democratization since 1996, introducing direct
presidential elections and enacting constitutional amendments that increasingly reflect popular

sovereignty.

Although both sides continue to formally uphold the principle that China is one, the societal consensus
underpinning this claim has grown increasingly incongruent. This paper examines the evolving
interpretations of the “one China” claim by analyzing the interaction between leadership changes and

constitutional amendments on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.
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