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Chikamatsu Monzaemon's "The Love Suicides at Sonezaki"
—Concerning the ‘Model of Love’—

YAGAMI Yuko
M. A., Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This analysis focuses on the history of Sugawara no Michizane, a man who famously underwent
hardships after false accusations and who is enshrined in the woods of the Tenjin Shrine (Tenjin no
Mori) within the precincts of the Sonezaki shrine, where the double suicide incident actually occurred
and was later dramatized as a joruri play. It explores how Tokubei’s circumstances are projected onto
the sorrow of Sugawara no Michizane and his choice to commit double suicide due to his pride and
love for Ohatsu. Although Sugawara no Michizane is revered as the god of scholarship and a model for
humanity, by focusing on this history, this study concludes that he became a “model of love,” achieving
a peaceful afterlife, in harmony with the final line of this work.
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