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Trends in motivation research on Japanese as a second language
—Focusing on qualitative research—
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Abstract: Motivation research on Japanese language learning has been developed and inspired by
research on second language motivation. Previous studies on research trends in Japanese language
learning motivation pointed out the lack of the variability of research participants and the number of

qualitative research. This article aims to identify research trends on Japanese language learning

motivation by reviewing articles from CiNii Research database focusing on the rising qualitative
research. The survey revealed that 65 articles based on qualitative analysis out of 137 articles 1992-
2022. Qualitative research approaches made contributions in illuminating the process of learning
motivation embedded in the social context but have yet to make significant developments pertaining to

“social turn” in foreign and second language learning research.
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