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Content analysis of Japanese self-promotion statements
for job hunting

—A comparison of international and Japanese students’ statements—

TSUCHIYA Yoko
M.A., Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This study aimed to examine the characteristics of Japanese self-promotion statements written by international and
Japanese students for job hunting. The research dataset comprised self-promotion statements from four groups of
students: international vocational school students, Japanese vocational school students, Japanese university students,
and Japanese university students whose statements were published in job-hunting books. Regarding vocabulary, “the
characteristic words” in the self-promotion sentences written by the students in each group were extracted by KH
Coder3. Terms including “Japan,” “doing my best,” and “responsibility” were typically used by international vocational
school students. Japanese vocational school students frequently used expressions such as “like,” “Korean,” and
“certification exam,” whereas Japanese university students used “high school,” “club activities,” and “positivity.” The
words used by Japanese university students whose statements were published in job-hunting books included
“university,” “effort,” and “achievement.” It was found that 11% of international students did not describe their
competencies, and 32% described their strengths without anecdotes. As a result, compared to the three Japanese groups,

their scores were 27 points lower for concreteness and 14 points lower for objectivity.
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