H AR F R O E WmFZE R 2 Vol. 24 No. 2, 145-154 (2023)

[WF9eimsC] i (E3EmE) (281 D4 RRE O SEREsR A&

Pl OB wIAR
HARRZFER e e S T sERHE 74

Usage survey of loan words in newspapers (‘life’ pages)

NOZAKI Toshie
M.A., Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This study aims to investigate the kinds of loan words that have been used recently in our daily lives and
explore their trends. Regarding the research methods, the number of occurrences of loan words listed in
the ‘Dictionary of Katakana Words’ was counted in newspaper articles published in ‘life’ pages between
2004 and 2021, using the online newspaper database ‘Asahi Shimbun Cross-Search’. The 100 most
frequently used words were classified according to the ‘Classification Vocabulary Table’. This study
discovered that basic vocabulary lists for Japanese learners failed to accurately explain loan words with
multiple meanings. It also pointed out some difficulties that could pose obstacles to learning Japanese, in
addition to the challenge of learning loan words which Japanese learners face as mentioned in earlier

studies.
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