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This study examines variations in the phonetics of the three alphabets used in the Japanese language:

hiragana, katakana, and the Roman alphabet. Although the principle phonetic properties of these

character types are generally considered equivalent, the results show that some differences exist,
particularly in the way they are used. These variations are thought to have yielded a rich variety of

written expressions in the Japanese language, such as adjusting for readability and expressing subtle

phonetics using notation, while ensuring the economy of language.
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