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Potential Expressions in Japanese Used at Requesting Scenes

—Differences in Potential form Depending on the Relationship—

MURATAMARGETIC Emi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Potential expressions used for requesting situations in Japanese were researched, including their
relationship between speaker and listener. The most common type I verbs were used in the possible
expressions that appeared in requesting situations in Japanese. It was also found that listeners sometimes
felt impolite when using only the potential verb. It was pointed out that Japanese language learners often
use the "dekiru" very often, and that it is difficult for them to change verb forms. However, in order to
avoid the possibility that Japanese language learners may be perceived as impolite by listeners in
unintended ways, it may be necessary to present potential expressions that can be used when introducing
request expressions, or to inform learners that using a potential verb by itself might make the other
person think the speaker is impolite.
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