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Exploring Intercultural Competence of Language Learners
—Analysis of the Cultural Translation Process through Video Media—
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This paper analyzes the process of the cultural translation from the perspective of English language
learners in a Japanese high school who use video in their English class to develop Intercultural
Competence(IC). IC can be classified as five main competencies: intercultural attitude, knowledge,
interpreting and relating skills, discovery and interaction skills, and critical cultural awareness. We
hypothesize that cultural translation activities involving visual media, that is, reading the culture
embedded in the video and interacting with other learners regarding one’s interpretation, may be
effective in fostering intercultural competence among language learners.

The analysis of the students’ worksheets revealed that their attitudes and knowledge competencies
could be enhanced. Sharing and discussing the students’ inquiries enhanced their skills in interpreting
and relating, discovery and interaction, and critical cultural awareness. Therefore, it concluded that
video media may be used to effectively deliver intercultural education.
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