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Local Culture Education at an Immersion Program School
—Perspective of Shimakutuba (Okinawan dialect) —
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In this paper, an immersion school in Okinawa was investigated in relation to Shimakutuba, the
dialects spoken in Okinawa. The dialect is viewed as an endangered language by UNESCO and the
prefecture has been running promotional campaign to increase its use on the island. Still, the 2020
prefectural survey revealed that the use remained as only 43.2% among the locals The immersion school
has the goal of attaining high English proficiency among its students, it also tries to develop “Glocal”
mind by cooperating regional language awareness and cultures into their vision. The survey with a total
of 78 students at 8th and 9th grades showed that only 12.8% use Shimakutuba, lower than the prefecture
results the year before. On the other hand, the interviews of three teachers in the school illustrated their
practices that enhanced the students’ learning of local cultures. One elementary teacher seemed
particularly successful as he invited guests from local community, creating occasions where his students
must use the language. With the students with backgrounds rather detached from the locals, such
practices need to be shared among the school instructors and more research should be conducted to
clarify the most effective ways to have students appreciate traditional Okinawan culture and language.
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(52) Today, we will record for -- this is nursing home in
-- area located in -- city. We will greet in Okinawan
dialect. We also welcome our special guest, Mr.-- from --
Eisa group, to lead us with his beautiful singing and
Sanshin. His role in today's dance is called "Jikata". Please
enjoy our performance!
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(55) We were little bit nervous, but we did our best!

TFETH AP —%

However, in — city, there are many other kinds of
traditional Eisa dance in each area.

Also, we would like to continue to learn more about Eisa.

We hope — Eisa will spread to all aver the world through

us. Thank you.
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