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Japan’s Support for the Promotion of Industry and Trade
in the Region along the New Silk Road

—Globalization from the viewpoint of Product Architecture—

MURAKOSHI Minoru
Graduate Student at the Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

In recent years, many Japanese companies have expanded overseas and are globalizing. In parallel
with globalization, a new form of international division of labor emerged due to the subdivision of
production processes. This new international division of labor has become possible due to changes in
product architecture. As the standardization of interfaces has progressed, the adoption of modular
(combined) product designs among companies has increased compatibility and facilitated the division
of labor. Conversely, if companies do not do so, they will not be able to have competitive advantage in
development efficiency and cost cut, and will not be able to win the competition. Furthermore,
modularization makes it easier to increase product variations, leading to market expansion.

This paper analyzes previous research on globalization from the viewpoint of product architecture
change, and considers the future development of globalization and product architecture.
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