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An Analysis of Japanese Language Education
with Literary Texts

—The Role of Literature in Communicative Language Teaching—

YAMADE Yuko
Graduate Student at the Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

The objective of this research is to examine the role and meaning of literary texts in communicative

language education, especially in the case of Japanese language education, by conducting a pilot (small-
sized) research study. As there was no appropriate textbook with literary texts for communicative

Japanese language education, first we made a Japanese textbook which includes literary texts. To make

this textbook, we used the CLIL theories as they emphasis the meaning of literary texts in the
communicative language education. Then, using this textbook, we conducted a pilot research study

with two students who are at the advanced level of Japanese language. In this research, before and after

the Japanese lessons, we interviewed students about their ideas on literary texts in Japanese language
education. After that, we analyzed the interview scripts using the qualitative research methodology.

Finally, we reached at conclusions on the role and meaning of literary texts in communicative Japanese

language which we found through this research.
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