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The Shift to Online Classes under the COVID-19 Pandemic
with the Viewpoint of the Equivalency Theory

—~Case Studies in Japanese Language Education—

HOSAKA Toshiko, GALE Kumiko, TOMIOKA Jun,
FUJIMOTO Mariko, SHIMADA Megumi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This study documents how Japanese language teachers replaced traditional face-to-face classes
with online lectures during the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, the cases were analyzed within the
framework of the Equivalency theory, a distance education theory, to examine the issues in shifting
classes online. The paper discusses three case studies of an overseas high school, a university, and a

private Japanese language school.
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