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The Practice of Adoption in Japanese Family Businesses

MIZUTANI Kimihiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

One of the many ways in which Japanese Family Businesses in Japan have maintained their

operations is through the adoption of individuals into the family. An examination of the ways in which
adoption has been utilized in Japan since the Edo period indicates that talented people were adopted
because of their abilities. Adopted individuals also actively involved themselves as stewards of the

family-owned business with respect to matters related to its continuance, growth, and succession.
This article examines how business succession in Japan is likely to change in light of developments

in the environment surrounding Family Businesses and how the practice of adoption may change in

this context.
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