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Thought Experiment on the Relationship between Concepts of Danger

—Logical organization based on traffic psychology—

AKATSUKA Hajime
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This study examined the logical arrangement of the relationship between risks and hazards, risk and
“risk sensitivity," “risk sensitivity," and hazards or risk perceptions, and the relationships between
these concepts. The results indicated that the term “risk" includes hazards. Therefore, it is acceptable
to use the terms hazard and risk interchangeably. However, it is necessary to clarify when using the
term "risk” whether the term refers to a “risk” or a “hazard.” Also, “risk sensitivity” is characterized
by “intuition,” which is different from judgments such as hazards and risk perceptions. A thought
experiment developed a model reflecting the result of organizing these concepts logically. We
emphasize that this model, which is presented in this study as a working hypothesis, must be

empirically validated.
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