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Building Societal Consensus on High-level Radioactive Waste Issues

—A Study on Utilizing “Nudge Theory” in the “Place for Dialogue” with Stakeholders—

[ZUMO Akira
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In Japan, it has long been a significant challenge to find a suitable site for the safe and reliable disposal
of high-level radioactive waste (HLW) generated through the use of nuclear power. Even if people
understand the necessity of a disposal facility for HLW, they tend to disagree to constructing the
facility in their community. Such an antagonistic attitude from the general public is often referred to as
the “Not In My BackYard” or NIMBY syndrome. To address NIMBY, good mechanisms of
stakeholder involvement in the HLW issues need to be established, which provide avenues for
enabling substantive two-way interactions between national and local stakeholders and those
responsible for decision-making. In November 2020, literature surveys, which comprise the first stage
of the siting process for a final disposal site for HLW, were initiated in Suttsu Town and Kamoenai
Village, both in Hokkaido Prefecture. A series of meetings of the so-called “Place for Dialogue” with
stakeholders have been organized in the respective municipalities. To encourage the public to engage
in constructive discussion and elaboration at the “Place for Dialogue”, with the aim of building
societal consensus about HLW issues, this paper discusses potential approaches to utilizing “Nudge
Theory”, which was named and described in ‘Nudge. Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and
Happiness’, by R. H. Thaler and C. R. Sunstein in 2008.
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