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A study concerning Rudolf Otto and his religious thinking
—through The Idea of Holy —

YAMAGATA Yasuyuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This essay aims at finding out the true nature of how to think religiously. Especially, I refer to Kant’s,
Schleiermacher’s and Otto’s religious thoughts. As we even discuss religion, we don’t know that we
judge it within the framework of humanism (human-centered activity). But, because it is generally
supposed that religion begin with transcending all human knowledge, we must be conscious that we

cannot know it well. Meanwhile religion doesn’t always require us to be passive, for religion can be to
bring out the best in human being and make our lives richer. Then what is the thinking behind religion
like? How can the transcendent being concern us or how can we be concerned with it? Mainly, looking
for the clue to the answer on Otto’s The Idea of Holy, 1 will consider the true nature of how to think

religiously.
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