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Can behavior analysis contribute to moral education?
—Focusing on rule-governed and contingency-shaped behavior—

SAKAKIBARA Gaku
Former graduate student of Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

We investigated how behavior analysis might contribute to moral education by reviewing Japanese
behavior analysis studies from the perspective of their relationship to moral education. The results
indicated that several studies mainly related to the self, interactions with others, and groups and society
had been conducted. On the other hand, no studies mainly related to life, nature, or sublime issues have
been conducted. Moreover, most learning styles used to develop moral behaviors have been
combinations of rule-governed and contingency-shaped behaviors. It is suggested that in addition to the
learning styles outlined above, comprehensive programs should be developed in the future that includes
the perspectives of observational learning and school-wide positive behavior support.
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