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Building Societal Consensus on High-level Radioactive Waste Issues
—A Study on Behavior Change throughout Societal Consensus-Building Process—
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In Japan, people have long been enjoying the benefits of nuclear power without properly
understanding the issues surrounding the management of the radioactive waste generated through its
use. It is a major challenge to manage and dispose of high-level radioactive waste (HLW) safely and
reliably without imposing adverse effects on human health or the environment. To address HLW issues,
it is essential to ensure active citizen participation and to engage in constructive discussion and
elaboration about the issues. However, resolving the HLW issues has been impeded to date by people’s
antagonistic attitude to the issues, which is often referred to as the “Not In My BackYard” or NIMBY
syndrome. Citizens’ non-cooperative behaviors in social dilemmas, which are not necessarily desirable
for society, have also been regarded as obstacles to promote societal consensus-building necessary for
finding possible solutions regarding the HLW issues. This paper discusses potential approaches to
changing citizens’ behaviors and facilitating societal consensus-building throughout the HLW
management and disposal process. The paper focuses on the role of the citizens and highlights the
importance of their active participation in building this consensus on the HLW management issues.
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