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Japan's Energy Policy

—Period from Oil Shock to Great East Japan Earthquake—

[ZUMIYA Kiyotaka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper gives an overview of Japan's energy policy from the 1970s to the 2010s. In the 1970s, the
two oil crises made energy policy oriented toward a "stable supply of energy." In the 1990s, "at an
appropriate price" was added to "stable supply of energy". Then, with an emphasis on economic
efficiency, various regulatory reforms were promoted. In 1997, the Kyoto Protocol was adopted, adding
"environment". In 2011, Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster severely undermined public confidence in
nuclear power. As a result, the energy policy so far has been reviewed on a zero basis. This revised

energy policy imposes significant restrictions on the "2050 Carbon Neutral" policy.
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