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A study of native Japanese speakers’ listening evaluations of

utterances of beginner Japanese learners
—Are there differences based on the use of native-language or Japanese filler words?—

WAKI Takako
Former graduate student of Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This study examined the differences in the use of filler words by beginner learners of Japanese as a
foreign language, in both Japanese and their native language, based on listening evaluations by native
speakers of Japanese. The results revealed differences between the utterances using Japanese filler
words and those using filler words from the learner’s native language. It was found that utterances with
Japanese filler words tended to be perceived better. There were particularly large differences in the
“language” and “attitude” factor and the evaluation item “The use of filler words was appropriate.” This
demonstrates the importance of introducing Japanese filler words as part of Japanese language

education for beginners.
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