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— Approaches Utilizing “Nudge Theory” to Overcome Social Dilemmas —
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It is a major challenge to manage and dispose of high-level radioactive waste (HLW) safely and
reliably without imposing adverse effects on human health or the environment. Building societal
consensus on HLW issues has been impeded to date by people’s antagonistic attitude to the issues,
which is often referred to as the “Not In My BackYard” or NIMBY syndrome. To address the NIMBY
problem, active citizen participation in a societal consensus-building process is essential. In addition,
cooperative behavior in social dilemmas is necessary to encourage citizens to engage in constructive
discussion and elaboration about the issues around HLW. To overcome social dilemmas and improve
people’s thinking and decision-making behavior in societal consensus-building throughout the HLW
management and disposal process, “Nudge Theory”, which was named and described in the book,
‘Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and Happiness’, written by Richard H. Thaler and
Cass R. Sunstein in 2008, could be applied. This paper discusses potential approaches to changing a
citizen’s thinking and promoting cooperative behavior by utilizing this “Nudge Theory”. The paper
highlights the importance of maintaining transparency and avoiding misuse in applying the Theory in
public policies, including the HLW management.
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