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Japanese Gion Festival and epidemic

—responses to infection of coronavirus desease2019—

ENDO Yuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Since ancient times, Japanese festivals have been held for various purposes. In the early Heian era,
epidemics caused by water pollution spread in Kyoto. People in Kyoto had “Goryoe” in
Jyogan11[869]. This was because they believed in revengeful ghosts and curses. “Goryoe” has it roots
in the Kyoto Gion Festival. There were many infections and natural calamities in Japan. Therefore, in
Japanese festivals, like Kyoto Gion Festival, people prayed to protect themselves from evil, and to get
or return to health.

In the coronavirus epidemic 2019[COVID-19], the present Japanese festivals and relation of
community’s people were requested to correspond. Japanese festivals and people linked into their
festival and responded by canceling or reducing the scale of the management of the festival.
Reducing or canceling the scale of the festivals carried through the festivals in this year to people
concerned with festival. This paper takes up the correspondence with the contagious disease
COVID-19 at Japanese Gion festivals held in this time, moreover, it considers the significance of
Japanese festivals of today.
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