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Vocabulary Analysis to Improve JSL Junior High School Students’

Textbook Reading Comprehension
-Focusing on the vocabulary in junior high school civics textbook-

AGATA Masako
Former graduate student of Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

Junior high school students whose mother tongue is not Japanese must study subjects using Japanese
as a second language (JSL). In order to contribute to the textbook reading comprehension support for
JSL junior high school students, this paper examined their current situations based on previous research
related to content-language integrated learning (CLIL), the importance of vocabulary in second
language reading, and ‘academic vocabulary’. As a result, I focused on the high-frequency vocabulary
in civics textbooks and created three lists. Analysis of the lists revealed the existence of an academic
vocabulary that can be useful in reading civics textbooks for JSL junior high school students.
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