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Kanji Relearning Methods for Children in Special Classes

- Effects of Four Learning Methods on Writing Recall —

Kawamura Masashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Study objective: This study investigated the effects of four kanji learning methods on the writing recall
of children in special classes. Design: An alternative treatment design was used. Setting: An
elementary school classroom. Subjects: Children enrolled in special classes at an elementary school
(N = 7). Independent variables: Four learning methods were used. “S1: Kanji construction”, Writing
Kanji figures by looking at a divided Kanji. “S2: Kanji disassembly”, Tracing parts of disassembled
Kanji by using thin gray lines as prompts while observing Kanji samples. “S3: Connects”, Connecting
“Kanji” with appropriate “Kana” by drawing lines. “S4: Tracing on thin color lines as prompt using
Kanji samples”, Tracing Kanji on Kanji printed in thin gray. Measures: Recall performance in a Kanji
writing test conducted before and after learning. Results: Recall was higher after the learning
session compared to before for all the methods. Conclusion: We should use methods that maintain the
symmetrical relationship between Kana and Kanji, and consist of construction and disassembly.
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