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On the Capability of the Festivals in Japan

—Ties between individuals and community through Tajima Gion Festival history—

ENDOU Yuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

All over the world, people perform various rituals and festivals. In the same way, there are many
festivals in various places in Japan. Numerous Japanese festivals have historically developed in

conjunction with rice farming. There are capability and effect of fostering “connection” in the festivals

in Japan. The ties between individuals, community and region through Japanese festivals is strongly
related historically. Such a relation creates a connection with people and society through the festivals.

This connection is considered to nurture the festivals even more. Inaba (2016) notes the ties through

the festivals are “Social Capital” discussed by Putnam (1993).

The present study was undertaken to consider the connection between people through the festivals in
Japan and the capability of the festivals. One example of the ties through the festivals in Japan is the
capability and its effect of Tajima Gion Festival in Fukushima Prefecture, which can be seen from its
800-year history. How has the festival connected people and society in history? What are the benefits
of the connection that the festival fosters for the reconstruction of the community, human relationships
and disaster? This paper focuses on ties through the festival from the history of Tajima Gion Festival,
and analyzes the capability and its effect of the traditional and contemporary festivals in Japan.
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