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Correlations between infant’s imitation behaviors and parents’
understanding of their children

— Parents’ representations and imitation mediated interactions —

SONODA Ayaka
Ohizumi Health Cooperative Hospital
Research and Education Center for Lifespan Development, Shirayuri College

Correlations between parents’ understanding of their children and the interpretation of children’s
behaviors based on parents’ mental representations, as well as the effect of these representations on
parents’ contingent imitation during imitation that was mediated by mutual interactions were
investigated. Participants were 64 pairs of 3-month and 9-month-old infants and their parents.
Definitions of the situations and how parents facilitated children’s participation in the context of
“imitating-being imitated” were examined through the reproduction of parents’ contingent imitation,
based on the type of Working Model of the Child Interview. Results, secure-type parents perceived
behaviors often observed in 3 and 9-month-old children as symbolic behaviors of the child and
considered them as interactive behaviors with the child that resulted in representations of the child that
were originally developed by the parents. Moreover, each type of imitation occurred significantly
more often in 3 and 9-month-old children and secure-type parents (p<.05). Furthermore, the
relationship between “imitating-being imitated” children and secure-type parents indicated that both
children and parents “presupposing indices” and “creative indices” in attached to the context with the
child, were observed most often (p<.01).
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