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The Gion Festival at the local place and rice

- The Relationship between the Originality of the Tajima Gion Festival and rice-

ENDOU Yuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In Japan, various festivals are held throughout the year. When rice farming had started in
Japan, rice crops plays one of the main roles for basic need of Japanese people and the society,
as the rice and money has an equal value historically. In the rulal areas of Japan, festivals are
done to pray for bountiful rice crops are give thanks as people from sickness and disasters,
typically the Kyoto Gion Festival.

The Tajima Gion Festival is one of the Gion festivals in the local place which have been done
based upon the Kyoto’s prestigious Gion Festival. Originality can be found in the way rice is
handled at the Tajima Gion Festival.

It also shows that rice and Sake brewing is one of the major industry in this place. The
uniqueness of the way rice is treated at Tajima Gion festival, such as "cloudy sake," is an
emergence of the hearts of people who have lived and continued the festival here. It is thought
that the originality of the way of treating rice seen in this festival influences each person daily
life who are concern with the festival ,and the people who support the festival as well.
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