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Encouraging Design Research in Japanese Language Education
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Some time has passed since the discussion of the significance of practical studies began in Japanese
language education. Several issues have been pointed out in quantitative research methods where a
control group and an experimental group were established and analyzed using statistical methods.
Researchers have asserted the importance of qualitative research that treats educational phenomena as
they are. Conversely, educational technology, which has the primary objectives of educational
improvements and innovation, has been focusing on practical studies for many years. Lately, in addition
to quantitative and qualitative research, a new learning research approach called “design research” has
been attracting increasing attention as a methodology for practical educational studies. By examining
findings from such studies in educational technology, we might be able to learn important points in
Japanese language education. This paper first discusses the transition of research methods for practical
educational studies in educational technology and the characteristics of quantitative and qualitative
approaches. Subsequently, by clarifying the methodology of “design research” that aims to develop
both theory and practice, it suggests applications to Japanese language education.
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