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How combinations of Kanji learning methods influence the recall
performance of Children in Special Support Classes

Kawamura Masashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Study objective: Kanji learning by special support class children was investigated to clarify the effects
of combining methods of learning to write on Kanji recall when writing. Design: An alternative
treatments design was used. Setting: A classroom. Subjects: Children enrolled in special support
classes (N = 7). Independent variables: Three types of learning methods were used: “Delayed recall
and writing” (writing after hiding a sample stimulus), “Finger writing a sample stimulus” (tracing the
sample stimulus with a finger), and “Writing a sample stimulus with a gray line prompt” (tracing a
gray line using a pencil). Seven conditions that combined two of the above three learning methods
were used. Measures: Number of correct Kanji in a Kanji writing test conducted immediately after
learning, and before and after learning on the next day. Results: Recall performance was higher in
“Delayed recall and writing” compared to combining multiple learning methods. Recall performance
was also higher when “Writing a sample stimulus with a gray line prompt” conducted prior to “Finger
writing a sample stimulus,” and for “Delayed recall and writing” conducted prior to “Finger writing a
sample stimulus.” Conclusion: The effectiveness of the "Delayed recall and writing" task indicated in
previous research was supported. Moreover, in certain cases, combining learning methods had a
positive effect on recall.
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