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A Contrastive Study of Compliment

between Japanese and American English speakers
— Topic of Compliments —

WATSON Ari
Former graduate student of Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Nihon University

This is a contrastive study of compliment giving between American English speakers and Japanese
speakers, focusing on the topic of compliment and syntactic expressions between speakers of different
social status. This study broadens the definition of compliments and includes not only explicit
compliments, which are direct expressions or praise, but also implicit compliments, which are indirect
forms of speech in which compliment intention can be inferred. The results show many commonalities
between compliments of American English speakers and Japanese counterparts, which proves that the
pragmatics aspects of the two languages, in terms of giving compliments, are similar. The results also
revealed that many differences exist within the syntactic lexical usage in terms of giving compliments
in each language. These differences, and the characteristic of each language, can be regarded as
compliment strategies when given to those of a different social status.
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