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“Bannu Declaration” and Afghan Refugees
- Their Significance in the National Security of Pakistan -

HANYU Yusaku
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper analyses the effect of the “Bannu declaration” and the Afghan refugee problem in the
context of international security surrounding Pakistan. The Bannu declaration was adopted in 1947,
prior to the partition of India; it has been a fountainhead of Pashtun modern nationalism. The problem
of the Afghan refugees in Pakistan, triggered by the Soviet military invasion to Afghanistan in 1979, is
still another consideration. These two aspects, with a parameter of Islamic fundamentalism, may
benefit the national security of Pakistan under certain condition, but they also could hamper it under
other conditions. These three players in this area, namely, India, China, and Pakistan, try to maintain
calmness in terms of security in this region, as their common interest at this point is the development
of their economy. However, the question is, who will enjoy the best the new reality of this regional
security which could emerge as a consequence of that calmness.
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