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Population Movement in Vietnam and a Factor Analysis

TANAKA Takashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

W. Arthur Lewis created a model to explain economic growth through the movement of labor from
farming villages to cities. In other words, understanding the state of population movements in

developing nations and analyzing factors in those movements is one research methodology in
development economics. To clarify issues of economic development in modern Vietnam, this paper
attempts a factor analysis, with identifying the current state of domestic population movements there.

Urbanization is advancing in the Vietnamese cities of Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh being the center, and the
construction of industrial parks in suburbs is a factor in population movement. At the same time,
production scales vary by region in the agriculture sector, causing major disparities in the ability to
absorb employment. Thus, this paper shows that conditions for each region, city, etc. must be fully

taken into consideration when conducting detailed empirical analyses in the future.
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