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Thoughts on the modernization of Japanese Sake and Honkaku
Shochu

—Craftsmanship and Science—

JUN Sato
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper, we explore the causes of stagnation in sake and honkaku shochu industries through data
analysis, from a perspective of the history of modernization and mechanization. Mechanization may
have had a negative effect on the quality of sake and makes it desirable to reconsider the excellent
method cultivated in the the hand-made period. On the contrary, the quality of honkaku shochu has
suffered few ill effects from mechanization. This suggests that advanced sake brewing has not been
acquired in the honkaku shochu industry during the hand-making period. The process of stagnation
differs between the two industries: Modernization through mechanization has brought the sake industry
to stagnation, while the process used before modernization has led the honkaku shochu industry to
stagnation. However, conditions necessary to break through stagnation in both cases can be
summarized as innovation that goes beyond the current state of these products.
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