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In Japan, people have long been enjoying the benefits of nuclear power without properly
understanding the issues surrounding the management of the radioactive waste generated through its
use. It is considered necessary to dispose of high-level radioactive waste (HLW) safely without
imposing adverse effects on human health or the environment from the associated high radioactivity
levels, which will remain for a hundred thousand years or more. Disposal of HLW is especially a
challenge because of people’s attitudes to the issues, which is often referred to as the “NIMBY
syndrome.” To overcome NIMBY, it is essential to ensure active citizen participation and to engage in
constructive discussion and elaboration about the issues. It is likely that citizens concerned in this way
are not necessarily just opposing the plans, but that they are following their own particular agenda and
consider it ethical to claim that “No burden should be left behind for future generations.” Based on
previous studies, this paper examines Japan’s practices and challenges in building societal consensus
throughout the HLW disposal process. The paper focuses on the role of the citizen and highlights the
importance of their active participation in building this consensus on the HLW management issues.
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