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Compliments and Responses in Japanese Textbooks

INUKAI Hideo
Kyoshin Language Academy

This paper examines how compliments and responses are handled in eight current elementary level
Japanese textbooks, and reveals that the socio-linguistic interactions covered in the textbooks do not
necessarily reflect the results of previous studies and the author’s survey on responses to compliments

by Japanese native speakers.

Then this paper suggests that more pragmatic aspects need to be

included in actual instruction to help learners to understand types of compliments and responses which

can be different from culture to culture.

It is also suggested that instructors using these textbooks can

supplement their instruction by adding information particularly on more common responses.
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