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The history of Japanese science journalism and philosophical
interpretation

KUMIKO Shimada
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Science has permeated society with technologies such as Al, 10T, iPS cells, and organ transplants that
dramatically change the way people live. This science technology seems to jostle society around. If
there are no problems, people believe that it makes their lives happy. However, incidents such as
nuclear power plant disasters make acceptance and support of science by contemporary society take a
downturn when people begin to question the impact of science on their lives.

The Japanese government continuously trumpets that, utilizing the latest science technology such as
0T, ICT or Al, Japan can survive various societal problems including the low birth rate, aging
population, and lack of a sufficient labor force, so that the future of Japanese society appears to be
bright and optimistic as if coated in platinum rather than the gray of old concrete.

Science journalism also plays a part in influencing society’s view of science technology. Since the
accident at Fukushima | nuclear power plant, deep doubt has been raised among many people about
how science journalism should be conducted. Based on this issue, this paper analyzes what kind of
role science journalism has had in the science information process and applies social system theory to
propose an ideal situation for science journalism in Japanese society for the future.
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