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Sake and Rice Farming
—Examining the impact of high rice prices on sake—

SATO Jun
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Rice is the main ingredient of Japanese sake. Rice farming has low productivity as a result of

government protection, and this has a negative impact on sake production, because it puts sake at a

disadvantage in cost competition with other alcoholic beverages. This is a major reason why sugar

cane-derived alcohol is added to sake even nowadays. The sake industry has two desires. One is that

rice farming productivity will improve. Due to the aging of the population, small farms have exited the

industry, and farmland is slowing being consolidated. We can fully expect productivity to improve

over the next several decades. It would be faster to develop sake production overseas. This is already

happening for mass-market sake, and it is very possible that overseas production of high-quality sake

will occur in the future. The relationship between sake and rice farming is at a major turning point.
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