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The Refugee Protection and the Politicalisation of Refugee Problem:
—From the Second World War to the Aftermath of the Arab Spring, and Beyond —
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

During the interbellum, humanitarianism played a significant role in the saving of many refugees.
However, throughout the Second World War (1939-1945), priority was given to accomplishing war
objectives, and the focus on refugee protection shifted from humanitarian to political interests.
Although humanitarian interests regained prominence in post-war refugee protection initiatives, they
soon faced the reality of power politics, which continues to dominate today. Therefore, we are unable
to discuss the more complicated issues of refugee problems separately from political dynamics. This
paper seeks to verify the politicalisation of refugee protection through an examination of the political
speculations of the powers from the outbreak of the World War Two to the present.
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