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Violation of Human Rights of Women

as Represented in Beauty Pageant
—Protest against Beauty Pageant by Sakai Women’s Organization —

Yamamoto (Yamaguchi) Noriko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The International Garden and Greenery Exposition was held at Tsurumi Greenery in Osaka between
April 1 and September 30, 1990. During this last exposition of the twentieth century in Japan, Asahi
Broadcasting Corporation organized “Miss Flower Queen Pageant EXPO’90”. Sakai Women’s
Organization considered beauty pageant, competitive exhibition of women’s beauty, as an act of
violating human rights of women and ran a protest campaign. We advocated human rights of women
and challenged Japanese society of discriminatory nature of beauty pageants. The campaign evoked
controversy throughout Japan. The organization also conducted a questionnaire survey on the beauty
pageant in 3382 cities in Japan.

This paper reviews the situation including the survey conducted 27 years ago as well as development
of the situation up to now. The author views that the state of violation of women’s rights represented
in beauty pageant is one of the critical factors that have made Japan maintained its ranking of

women’s status at 111th out of 144 countries of the world.
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