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Necessity and Challenges in Introducing Rubrics
into Comprehensive Learning Periods
— According to the Philosophy “A Zest for Living” —

MANABE (YOSHIKAWA) Miyuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Global Human Resources Development Council created a summary of its deliberations,
predicting the future trends of modern Japanese society, in which globalization is dominant, and
drawing out an image of what human resources are most needed at the present time. Considering the
balance between the number of people with needs and the requirement to develop competencies, quality
improvements must be aimed at, in the contemporary era, marked by population decline. However, the
discussion of what stage people receive this education is inadequate. The preparation for university
entrance examinations is a large burden in high schools; guidance during the third year of high school is
important for attaining sufficient academic skills and knowledge. The author points out that there is a
contradiction here in the educational system. As the focus shifts from primary to secondary education, it
will be a will be higher and higher priority to improve academic skills and knowledge. As secondary
and higher education change, students are forced to handle contradictions in themselves. This can be
particularly serious for high schools that put mastering university entrance examinations as a major
goal. In this paper, the author considers the current state of secondary education in Japan and discusses
the potential of rubrics as an innovation in education that can broaden students’ viewpoint in society.
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