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Emergence of Modern Humanitarianism and Refugee Protection
—~From the Crimean War to the League of Nations—

HANYU Yusaku
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Acts of humanitarianism generally derive from the human nature known as goodwill. However,
personal goodwill as such is not quite enough to address today’s large-scale humanitarian movement,
including issues such as refugee protection; the activity requires objective and systematic behaviour in
a sense. While the idea to raise the banner of humanitarian activities has developed gradually since the
mid-19th century, refugee protection in particular came to be an international framework during and
after WWI. This study verifies the process of founding today’s humanitarian activities through some
views on Florence Nightingale during the Crimean War, Henri Dunant during the Second Italian War
of Independence, the 1889 Montevideo Treaty on International Penal Law, the devotion of Fridtjof
Wedel-Jarlsberg Nansen, and the temporary handling of refugee issues by the International Labour
Organization and its development in the League of Nations.
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