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Language Awareness and Code-Switching in Multilingual Students
—A possible explanation based on Relevance Theory—

SATO Minako
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Observation of students at an international high school found that they use more than two different
languages according to the places where they speak or the person they speak with. Code-switching is
one of the linguistic activities commonly observed among them. Researchers have been trying to
determine the factors that may trigger switches. Code-switching is frequently considered an indication

of inadequate acquisition of one or two languages. But observing it among students at an international
high school, they seem to code switch for various kinds of reasons and purposes. Two main types of
code-switching were found among students: in one type, they seem to code switch by mistake and show
some regretful expression or comments after that. In the other type, they seem to even enjoy adopting
code-switching. This paper first describes these two types of code-switching and then, from the view
point of Relevance Theory, proposes a possible explanation, especially for the latter type.
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SAM: Ah, KIM, did you see Chris this morning?

KIM: No, but Chris, what?

SAM: He was dancing in the classroom this morning,
he’s, Chris, he’s crazy!

KIM: Si, si, tanbién (& 2, /Z242: X N1 275%), ah, no es
(E 5. X~NA 258) -++yes, so - crazy, but
Chris will dance at the school festival, so....

KIM |3, ARA VEETIK L7725 &, Tah] E DW=
DM, ETZWRTTT,ENDH AL UFET, Ino es (&
) EESTND, ZHUXLANA VEETIRLTL
FolZENEY | LWVWH T ET,EFHE LTIEIR
D,lyes] WAKDEZ ThDH, SVEBI L LTE
727CS LT LE 770,25 NRELLTWD,

@ RBb¥Rin

INN: KIM, is it the workbook that we should hand in
after the test?

KIM: y(/a?: X~1' 258, ah---no es ashi (Z#/diE
G XA 78, oh, it isn’t.

KIM (£, INN O FE I, BT AXA FETly
(fmn?) tMERT, MEELOKSETIOL S 7
CS T ZLIFHL ALND, IEZZ0HEEH,0
FEE, W\ o7 A Tah] ERDWTIZHL 2 0bBT,%
DRANTZ L DEY AR, VETEZDHDILE
9] EWVHEBRT, Mo esashi (ZAUTED ) 5o
TLEo-7=0I0,F7-,Toh) L o THEETTERDY k&
I LTl otn, ELTEIRSARD, I ZidiE
I FHETDHIDOIXZDOU—7 TIERV)) &) ER
To Titisn’t] EWIHIEIFIZZEDEFENTND,

DL @I E HITKIM DB TANAE 5 R&E TRVWEJE
FE AN VEE TCEZTCLEWVEDRES & LT ah,
coh - LHDIKLTLEAL EAIZZRS>TLES
7Bl THbH, KIM IL5EOA T 4 —<2 hD2R
NTHD (B MTAFTE] ZHE L FFICTFRE W
I FEEERANDRE TRV TOFEEDED
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SAM: Why, umbrella? INN, you have an umbrella?

HIT: Yes, fine, it’s fine today, so, why, INN, you always
hold an umbrella, don’t you ?

INN: BLAE (726 H[EFFE), ah, because it was rainy,
BB (€4 T: #EF5FE), ah, so , brought an

umbrella.

et AT
OZH5891

BEOOLND LD R EZ2 D INN X
CHEFENHTLE ST,

@ WNEwEE
INN #% 2 CTifi L Tz & & KIM & HIT 23 AW

WCHEAE ALY, BEREMEZRT DL 2RV NN

FEIZCS LT3,

KIM: Serio (&% 2: 2/ p T/L58)

HIT: Eu cambém acho (& & & 5.4 J:

7).
HIT: Ah, it means --

oL p G

‘I think so, too***sorry.
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%o Fi, AT BRILOREE] 2EFICEE S
TWRWEEFELTWTHEFL TV, BT
WTHHEPN TR, EWV S REELIC/ Y JEBHIC
NEDLTELTCLEI» Z DD D,

JEEE & AARGEOMEM 2 THA & T 5 ToR
E, G520 ] ) HioEEICkH LTt
ENFEDIRPITIEFEREGE (A VBV ML
FNCEREEYV 2D LT, [REL TV DI EFE
LTV ETHW D L9 2RI D5 ED W
%o TRA oL L EETFEE LTO
FAEDS THE) (RS NGEE 2, £5 T [EEL TV
W DX ICEEbICESES, o TNk
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FEOND, FAEMT T8 HHEIN TV
EWVWHS B THEEZIMZ TEZ L ERMIEL, BRI D
MORNRPZATRFHINENL - L <, TBEE) LSt
fMbOTHLREbNoDTHAH, LT
EEWHDaIa=r—arn S]] LEHBL
TR, ZOBZRIT,Q0 VY 5 oflE bER
HEINDH D, THEIPNTHERZDNSRNEA
I LWV FEOLE S AR NS LD ET

DEBOSENEFEZE-THEELNDIDOTH D,
ZOHOJFRING T3 Lz SiEE, 2= —
TarOEREE L TOREE KW, [ ([ZfT DT
b, ENDBEDFEORETHL1D,H 1 555T
HOHENL,ENLHRNEE L TRELNLDDTIEERWN
D, E VD EIRB ATRETH A 5 B, A DA 7 4 —
~ v bOYE, B 2 THAIN DM L2 S5EE H
HZETIFELTWWARNY] ZEIZLTWDHDO TR
Wk Bbihs,

43 NEF— 11 TERYRWKIS] B2V CSHE
ABEIOFE TIE,/F— 1 ERBRICCS 2B 7R
STWLIZHEADL LTI ENISA IR b
TOER T TCS BB I b b2 — 2 b5
MWl oTz, EbTHERLE I RERTFTHWIH
BLERELTCSNEBIRbinbd, ~NZ—r 1A
/7¢—7/F@%E ENREA ST CS A& T
W2 DIZxF L3N Z — 2 1T Tk, 7o WD CTOSREE S O
REED RN A ARGEO BEE A S CREE
ITLTWLEAETH D, HARGEOFEANHA SN
b & BRI EL RN T2 XD ICHEFEICK D, BR
m L AREORE[ROSEORKRELHERT 2,7
BANTZTV—DF@),KHEDA T —~
r OFEEO BANEH#FEORFETHHEBEICHN
LD FESEMHFTEOH(®), S 5, HAGEIC
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SENFE SN L UL RYIE R L L RO DU,
TObLfT&FEA] 12X D CS THD, ZoFlzoN
TILER I BRI HL 3 2 F O CRE R O ST 0> & fif
MEHAB D,

O—FBRALFTV—
(INN 725,fiH,[RIC 2 Z A CHRIS &EBIEEIO&H &
2,2 E=TEBTAEZBGE 2R T)
INN: CHRIS, he is crazy, he ate ODEN with
mayonnaise !
HIT: Ah, ODEN, &---TilRD 2 HZ Z 1F A~ A,
B!
INN: 9% 9,7 U XN Ii%:
(ODEN DFEEIZEED 2N THAFED AL v F B A
STLEST=D,EFEN—5UZ HARGE IR L C
LEoTe, LTEAICASETIHIIAS TV GAB 2
NZMAILTLES, GAB 11,2 AORODHARE
IZIZ DWW TWT, Badarz SAM 25 Ff CS Z 7))
SAM: English, ---please.
HIT : Yes, I know, sorry, 35---3--*ODEN---.
GAB: ODEN?
SAM: Ah, ODEN:--it’s like pot-au-feu, ---with SHOYU,
soy sauce, you know?
---And HANPEN---HANPEN, what? What’s that
made from?
Maybe vegetable:--yes, Mina?
Mina: No, it’s made from fish.
(Mina: %)

GAB 2N HARGEIZE G LLHARGEIC D L D&EHIL
TLEIZEZAA—F,HHEA LTS, 5F
DEFEDRTH BAFEIZCS L,ZDE ERFENE
BILZ DD &, 90 T5ED D) GAB IZRELE L,
lEnglish, please] & ,7E& L CH CS Z A3 5 i Al
MR BT, F72,% 4545 [SHOYU, soy sauce ] D1l
IZHH D EHIT,GAB O HARGEEGZ T 572012,
HAREEZDORERITAZ LA 74—~ B
DERFETULIXLIFBIZEINDBIRTH D, SHOYU,
soy sauce @ CS |E,Gumperz (1982) ft, 234543 5 CS
D8 ODRRDIRMNDOFEARNT TV —Th b,
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(INN 73,GAB DHIZFAZE LI L, =45)

INN: GAB, where is my CHARI KEY?

GAB: Oh, sorry, here.

HIT: Why do you have INN’s CHARI KEY?

INN: GAB used my CHARI this morning after
ASATORE.

CHARI &1, TFx V) [ T7ebb THERHE] OF
FEWTHD, T LTCHARIKEY &1, [Fv¥ U D
), ebb [HERHE O CTh 5% LT, ASATORE
X, TR NV T bbby 7 71RO THlOR 3R]
DOEIEFOFME O R L—=7] THDH,

ZOEIICEESESTAED HFEHICHWTY
HEBEILIFEOREDORNTHLZEDEEHAFET
HAWHis, FRICAKROSGE B RN EfFE D Z N &
Mo, I EROEKRAEZTEZNENTAE S BRIZ
BHL WD, A7+ —~> b EDIENFAE
X, NS DOZEE A THWDEE N D D, FHEI,
B HEORHE L [FER, [ASATORE (FO#E T b
L—=27)] , IKEITAl (#178Eq5)) LfEfEsnd
Z L TH D, IO CHARIKEY 13, H A ANAGE S [
YU o) TlER [FxU¥—) THWD, £,
W S CIXREEL [y & EMESZERH D,
[KETTAKEY] , TKETTAOKI (7 v ¥ & & = H iz
HE XS OXX—=Ya rRnNbb, WInbAEANE
FEORFETMOEME DL 2, bBAL [Ho X
Al BEIEIFEEERL 2 HLATWDS, 21
I%,Gumperz (1982) fitl, 2315492 @& FH it O
BREOpBITH %,

T, b AFA) ILEBESSEICLALND,
AARANASENZR DT, ZAEIXA -V EZITR - T
F1e LTI EORITH, TTE] LV ) EHTIK
FET22LNILHD,LWH, 7T ADHEKETH
ARNFAEINS R A —VTHNENFZEN T ] LK
ETo2Td TR AEANFERLEDOMTEHWS
LRV R TNGERANA VEETO—HOLY LY
DHEIZ R £720F (ri) EOHRITHZ LD D,
EV S REORANE DR TIIHWD Z &0,
HATEEDANE N FAER LM TlE@ic s bh



LEZSFEOCSOHITHD, Zhvh HF it
DIEREL - Tk,

I (2011) 1, RFBEA Tk —~ 2 P DEREE
WCBITDCSEREL, [T+ —~2 FDOFEFED
HZIXH ARREIZ CS LIZEEHRER S A OND ) (B
J/,2011: p247) Z & Z2HERT 5, (PR Z & iX08
FZLFEEI LT, HARAOEETHDHZ AL
KFETESPETHDLEV) EMELAL WD
(B, 2011: p.248) OTHAH, AKFDA > 74—
<~ MO, HARNFELILBOREFEZ LITEHWD
ZETHATELTHEE L LTOIUER=Z— D
[A—ME) (FETH, 2000: p.26) ZHER LTV 5D,

@— TObfHEEE]

(RN— VI E D SAM 2 FKIZ72 0 iZER K- T,

DS WREIC 2 5, L W O REE LTV D)

SAM: GAB, the rainy season has also finished in

Philippines---, yes ?

GAB: Ah, yes, but I don’t care::* ah,
Philippines, but I hate TSUYU in Japan.

SAM: Oh, TSUYU! I know, I hate it, TSUYU.

rainy season

255 GAB 1X,SAM O rainy season (FiZE) &
WO BEEIZX L, 7 4 U B2 DWW T rainy season
EEZTBERVDLHRIZOWVWTELT H &I
X, A THARFET TSUYU & CS LTWb, &
72,SAM H & J\Z rainy season & > TV 5,2
Z T, TSUYU & CS LTV, ZiLH o CS 1,4
BHRLTNWDLDOTHA I D,

b THERR L T8 < 23,GAB 13 A RGEZ IEH 1T
HFRELTBY AFOAL 74—~ N2 7‘“(&
<,7 7 AEEMNFHIC GAB #5IEW, H RGEA £ 2
HERBH D, £ VbiF SAMIE,Z 9 LI-KE W&
FTFETHDL (ERROOZR), ITbhhrb b T,
@O " AD TSUYU TSUYU & HERES 25 DIZIE & 2
’17%75>®3§ﬂ733%6&%/ifib\“63?>5 2, ZD
—EDORFEITIIT D 2 D CS % 55 dm 0o B LT
ﬁmb\%ﬁﬁﬂ@"é ZlixTEs,

4.4 Béa_réf_ﬂa Gi0> & DIFEIR
B MR D « AL ~UL L D 7 4 LY U,
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77 A4 ABEmD THEGRE T V) % BEH RIS Rk 7K
L,1980 FARICIE"E L7 iEHmET L Th D,
KL, BB 2 kD K D Wi 4 5 TRE
PEHEER 1T R EERIRIC H 7= > T & FOEEOF T
D & D REANEER T LIV TUVD MOV TR
ERH DRGSR 2B TH D (KHEEHR,
2009: p.109), D+ Z~L~UL & D - 7 4 LY T K
e ARITAEEN RN HIC LT HYORMEE
NWEINDZEELATHWDLEE] THDHEWV,
[ERANBREE | LIL T AMINEEICENIRD LD TE
HIBEDORT 2L, BRHMREZSGET 5] L%
Tﬂﬁkﬁﬂﬁm¢®ﬁm&mﬁﬁmbtﬁﬁm
HRELEZHTE,FLTCI0 RBASEEZ L
T 1% TEREMED B A H) MRS (REE,

2009: p.109).
PN F A AT DI IH A B 5 55 ) IS b B
k@éof%LEJk,Fﬁf DENN AR & ALER 5T 7

EDONRTUZAORBETH Y RHENE EIEE
FAHIFE & B M DR EE TN U IR 0D 72 6D o MLER
ST H1F CREMITIKL 2B . ZhEE
b L7zbons, IBEMEORAFEE] Th b,

I BE B D 38 40 |
NEIRFATS T ENE PSR N e ARSI e
ITHA L ENTND]

(Sperber & Wilson, 1995: p.260)
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CS ZL7c& LTHBEMENRKRIZRD DT TIX
727258, 2 2 C Yamamoto (2013) (%, Sperber &
Wilson (1986: p.140) Z 5[ L,CS DFREZRD X 5
WA %

(CS) may help determine “a range of possible contexts”,
from which a particular context that will maximize

relevance is to be selected (Yamamoto, 2013: p.89).

ZOfIRE WD & D GAB & SAM 23 /21 CS
Z L,TSUYU TSUYU & HAGE TRV IR L TV D D7,
Z OISR TE D, 2 NLHET VT,
M7 Y7 e THY ZF (rainy season) (DT




LSS TS, LNL2 ADA A —TF HRHE
O rainy season & |, FEN LW TIIH D 03,/37r
VaED-L VIR LK D e A 57— /178 2~3 gl -
T2 X, T Y EBATEEBIENY B S BIHAT
HITDANTZLNHIESIZEBRA A=V BN
TWRWEFITH S, —H,BARDRZE (TSUYU) I
Hien, —HHP,LECE E/NRBBEVRE, T VT
HED 2 NZL > TEZMMD TRRRFHTH 5.
b 2% 2 NL,BARDONFZFEH T 5 DI rainy
season & LD F FM 0 IKT O TIE7R <, TBIE#ME % fx
KIZTDH] a7 7 A MPEBIRSND L5 HAGEIZ
CS L,TSUYU &ih~_3% Z LT,
context| Z[RE L7z, DD,
HEXEZOTH D,

FERES Tl 72 BdME ] 26D & 13, D AL
e DTy D T 81 DE
FTICLAIULKRD a,b &l T L ETh 5!

la range of possible

MR 7 B ICHY

I 55 1 B D X4 K45
a. T OFFE (SBURAIRIE) (3,97 <2< b E
FRENELIET 557 I RA D FEEE O B
2HT %,
b. TOFEFE EHURHIRIE) 13,55 LFORES) LR
DFIFAN T K OB#EMEZ AT 5,
(Sperber & Wilson, 1995: p.270)

OFE D FEEENAREME L L T o mlEME A o
TWTHFELFENEZIZENL DD, EHIHFL,ED
fRIR O 7= OB ) 248 5 K 5 T 22 1 VX FEES
ELTHIM LW, EWH ZEThb, DD, 22
I T OB EMERH 5 ) & HEFICEDEDS D
DOELEFEMFTDLONRLETHD, E V)T L
Thb,

Sperber & Wilson (1986) 13,535 L FIZi, ~DDE
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AUE X (communicative intentions)— 23 5, & TR
%o AIEILHE RIS L, —EOBEEZH LT
LHZETHY BEILFELFOZOERNENEZ H
WIZH 6 NIC3 52 & Th D (Sperber &
Wilson,1986: p.163), Yamamoto (2013) 2354 5 X
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INT,CS EWVH DI B L CS & L TWRNro7zbin
2 B o T2 MEJE (assumptions) % &f L P28 2
HEHIT,FORIURA L RT DL EELFLGIE
iF 5817 1> Tna, [FELFOERINE
HFEIRFIZ R 2 5 I (#lFR) (Yamamoto, 2013: p.90) =
EEAREIZTOHDTHD, DED, ALY T
FAEIE,CS T2 2 LT XY R/ NR OB T hE 72
BENSIEHINLAEERNH LT 7 A RO
HHA~EEEF2mT 5 IGER) (Yamamoto, 2013:
p.90), L 72235 C,CS 1L MM 45TH72 T/ (extra
processing cost)] 232215 b DT LHN,%ED—IT,
[ &R 72 B (most economical means)] T4 &
% &z % (Yamamoto, 2013: p.90),
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AL M PR AR O FA A2 D EE A FR B G & L TR
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Al LTWaZ o8l L TCSELELZXDI L
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