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Lifecycle Stages and Diverse Ways of Working

YOSHIZAKI Fumika
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

People live their lives in a variety of ways. While some are able to carve out their own choices in life,
others are subject to unavoidable misfortunes such as unemployment, losing a job or sudden accident or
illness. Other events such as marriage, childbearing and raising children, and having to care for elders
also occur. While these all bring about changes to how people work, are labor markets able to respond
flexibly to such events. Examining European employment strategies based on "flexibility"” and
"security," as well as the relatively new initiatives around working arrangements for "limited regular
employees” in Japan, and in the current context of growing acceptance for a variety of working
arrangements, this paper considers what type of society might permit diverse ways of working.
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